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F I L E  NO 
D E P A R T M E N T  OF 
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PUBLIC H E A L T H  S E R V I C E  

WASHINGTON 25. D . C .  

BUREAU OF STATE SERVICES 

Hen. J o ~  3, Fagarty 
House of Representatives 

This is in reply t o  your le-ttm of July 32, 1957, to Er. S m  
Kjmble ??lat,ing t o  uz a.rt;icle i n  the Prcvidcnce Journal of July 9 ,  
1957, on the subject of Salk polio vaccine. 

The clipping begins with a reference t o  the va,ccinc shortage, 
trfiick is natio-m56e ir. scope. Lhrlang t h e  Srst several months o f  %:his 
year, there was a gra t i fy inq  increase i n  tho denand f o r  Salk vaccine, 
m-6 since about, rnid-Xar& f.'rle reserve ,supply has been exhausted md %he 
demand has exceeded t h e  mount beicq produced. All licerisrc rtrt;Uufac- 
turem are producing vaccine m d  it i s  being released as fpst as the  
two essent ia l s  of s,?;ety sad potency can be assurede 
Service tes t in?  of  the vaccine i s  done concurrently with the t e s t s  
performed &t- the manufacturcrsa 
the release of  vaccifie without delay i f  all the t e s t s  show tha t  the  
vaccine me t s  potency and safety standards. 

The public Health 

Hence, we are i n  a posit ion t o  approve 

T!e present shortage i s  6ue n o t  0 ~ 2 p  t o  the increase i n  demanrl, 
buL, a l s o  -bo technical d i f f i w l t i e s  i n  the manufactxring process, A t  
this time, as indicated i n  a rscent press release by tie conpany, the 
E l 5  Lilly Company (one of the lnrgest  suppliers) i s  havinl: tec%ni.cal 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  ~ d t i  their potency tes t ing,  
the Puhlir, HeKl-bn Service am d o h g  everythirig possible t o  ovtxxome t h i e  
problem, 
anyone involved, 

Bot\ the manufkctursr and 

I n  no sense i s  the shortage a result of delays i n  tes t ing  by 

Be  i n t e r s t a t s  distribut2i.m of vaccine is deteMlit led bp t h e  
mmufac turer  s , The lme 13. c 2 3  Kedi c a 1  Associ a YL on, t t le Fa t iona l  Fo innd ation 
f o r  I n f m t i X e  Pasalysis, the  Public iiealth F~rv ice ,  and the ma-m.fsctiirers 
are en,g.a:-ed i n  a cooperative progrm of' infomation exchnnny?. 
09 this program, we have reporteci scut? shnrtrt;-:es to the manufackurers 
f o r  their consideration, 

L s  a. p a r t  

!he a r t i c l e  you 'nave end-osed mislintaxyro t a  some of  t h e  infom;,+,ion 
which t h e  ,Public Health Servke  has rensrted t o  infcrest,c?d gmups, L i t  one 
point  i n  June, we did report that; there was an inventory of  10,300,CXlQ CC. 
n f  vaccine. Th3-s inc l -xks  vaccine mahipped by mma"w3xrers as w e l l  as 



vaccine awaiting use by health agencies and private physicians. 
inventory now s t m d s  a t  7,500,000 ccI indica3ing t h a t  the vaccine i s  being 
used as promptly as it becones available consistent .with the necessity f o r  
matntaining a sxpply i n  the dis t r ibut ion p i p l i n e .  Ice a l s o  have info,ma-Lion 
that the vaccine manufacturers have orders i n  excess of ll,OOc),c)OO CC. of 
vaccine which they have not yet been able to fill. 

This 

Please f e e l  free t o  wri te  f o r  any furt'ner information. 

Sincerely ywrs, 

Assistant Surgeon Genesal 
Chief, Bur3au of State Services 


